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January 9, 2002

Mr. Fred Micke

USEPA
o 77 W. Jackson Boulevard
‘“aor Chicago, IL 60604

RE: Lakeshore East, Chicago, IL

Dear Mr. Micke:

Enclosed please find a copy of the most recent copv of the report from STS Consultants. Please
feel free to call me with any questions you might have at 312 642 8869 x345.

Very truly yours,

-

MAGELLAN DEVELOPMENT GROUP, LTD. As Agent for
W’ | AKESHORE EAST LLC

C>q CL Cd / o

David J. Carlins
Vice President
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N Gl STS Consultants, Ltd.

VS Solutions through Science & Engineering

January 8, 2002

Mr. David Carlins

Magellan Devetopment Group, Ltd.
One West Superior, Suite 200
Chicago, Illinois 60610

Mr. Sean W. Bezark Esq.
Altheimer and Gray

10 South Wacker Drive
Chicago, lllinois 60606-7482

RE: Test Pit Exploration, 26-Acre Golf Course Site, Southwest Corner of Wacker Drive and Lake
Shore Drive, Chicago, Illincis — STS Project No. 1-32193-YH

Dear Mr. Carlins and Mr. Bezark:

in accordance with our proposal of December 6, 2001 (STS Proposal No. 1-14892-PP), STS Consultants,
Ltd. (STS) has completed test pit explorations at the above-referenced site. The objective of that work
was to identify the approximate ground surface elevation of the site during the time the area was in use -
as a freight yard in the early part of the 1900s. That information is to be used to specify the areas to be
driled and the depth of exploration for areas where fill soil is present over the ground surface from the
early 1900s. The fill thickness is to be determined in order to identify areas where fiil thicker than two feet
may be present. Former exploration of the site for elevated gamma radiation identified several locations
with evidence of elevated radioactivity. That survey, however, would not detect radioactivity beneath a
soil cover of more than two feet. Areas with fill greater than two feet will be explored through subsurface
survey methods.

TEST PIT EXPLORATION LOCATIONS

Historical records of the site were reviewed to locate potential targets for identitying the former ground
surface. Six locations for test pits were proposed, and five were subsequently excavated. The proposed
locations were as follows:

Location A Former railroad tracks adjacent to a scale house and Slip C, in the northwest part of
the site.

Location B Building foundation/floor stab of former cold storage warehouse near west end, south
side of Slip D.

Location C Brick pavement and south edge of Slip D immediately north of cold storage
warehouses.

Location D Paved driveway and former railroad tracks between cold storage warehouses and

coal storage yard, north of Slip E. (Note: this location was not excavated due to
interferences with irrigation system and location on tee area.)

Location E Edge of slip at west end of Slip E.
Location F Railroad tracks and canal edge of projected extension of Slip C.

These test pit locations are based on tand use depicted on Sanborn Fire insurance Maps dated 1906
Additionally, an elevation survey in approximately 1971 of the fllinois Central rail yard was reviewed

750 Corporate Woods Parkway « Vernon Hills, IL 60061-3153 « (847) 279-2500  (847) 279-2510 Fax



Magellan Development Group, Ltd.
Altheimer and Gray

STS Project No. 1-32193-YH
January 8, 2002

Page 2

by International Engineering Consultants. The rail yard elevation was reported to be approximately 7.1
feet Chicago City Datum (CCD).

Elevations from the test pit exploration results, discussed below, and from the railroad yard map were
standardized to CCD elevations before developing the fill thickness map. Figure 1 shows the locations of
the test pits on the current site. Figures 2a and 2b show the test pit locations superimposed on the
Sanborn Fire Insurance Map from 1906.

TEST PIT FINDINGS
Location A

A thin cinder fill cover 12 to 18 inches thick was found, being somewhat thicker to the west. Timbers were
found running north-south, possibly reflecting cribbing for the scale pit. Below the cinders was fine brown
sand, apparently natural beach sand. No evidence of rail bed ballast, ties, or rails was noted in the test

pit.

The ground surface elevation in this area is approximately 5.4 feet CCD. The base of the cinders was
encountered at an elevation of 4.3 feet CCD. The former ground surface was not evident in this test pit.

Location B

The excavation encountered concrete with re-bar immediately below the ground surface. The north edge
of the concrete is covered by cinder fill approximately 16 inches thick. Beneath the cinder fill a mixture of
fine sand and cinders was encountered. The cinder fill is only a few inches thick over the sand.

The ground surface elevation in this area is 5.9 feet CCD. The bottom of the cinders was encountered at
elevations of approximately 5.7 to 5.8 feet CCD. The thick cinder fill and presence of the concrete
foundation at the ground surface suggests the former ground elevation was at or above approximately the
current elevation of approximately 6.0 feet CCD.

Location C
This test pit was excavated to locate a brick pavement along the south edge of Slip D. Paving bricks
were found in the upper 18 inches of the trench. These bricks are not in place but had been torn up and
mixed with other materials. Below the material containing the bricks, cinder fill and rubble was
encountered. Beneath the cinder fill a layer of what appeared to be an asphalt type pavement over a
limestone basecourse was encountered. Pink common brick rubble was encountered beneath the
asphalt and fimestone.

Ground surface at the location of the test pit is 7.2 feet CCD. The elevation of the asphalt surface is 5.7
feet CCD. The elevation of the brick pavement is thus placed at between 6.0 and 7.0 feet CCD.

Location D
Location was not excavated.
Location E
This test pit was excavated at the west end of Slip E. Approximately 12 inches of mixed cinders and soll

was found over a wooden structure. The wood appeared to be timbers rather than ties. The timbers are
oriented both ‘north-south and east-west. To the east, the test pit encountered filt soil and debris. with
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e or ne bmber ar wood. West of the timoers. the Lil consisis of more brick ard cincers. 1t aggears the
< mper comprsea a floar or decking ard a wall at the west end of the slip.

Tne grourd surface elevation at thus test pit s 7.1 feet CCD. The elevaucr cf the wop 2% re wmbers s
accrex.mately 5.3 ‘eet CCD. This .naicates tne fo-mer ground surface was cetwee™ €5 znz 7.0 feer
CCC a'ine ecze of Ship E.

Location F

Trs 1est gt was excavated near a ndge cf il protecting a ughting fixture. Trne upper approx mately ot
rree feet was ruitie fill placed to form the crotectve ndge. This fill was undedam Dy cinzer 1012 15 1
rCres thox At thal depth a wocd tmber was encountered  Miscelianecus Yl with somre st2nirs wa
zv zen: cn the east side of the wecd beam. A unifcrm gray silt fill scil was evident 1o the west of the
- ~rer Tre matenal is interpreted such that the gray silt :s Hil from fhe ‘ormer southerr extensizn of Sio
C Tre misceianeous fill matenal 's on the :ard side cf the siip wall.
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The current ground surtace at this location s 7.1 teet CCD. The elevation o° tne urrber s 3.7 ‘eet CCD
Tne sip wall 's possibly lower as it had teen filled in prior to the 1300s and s nct represertat ve of the
3ound elevaton at that ime. The <:nder ‘il protably regresents the former ground surface. tul nc
Jistirct marker is evident below the mcre recent il at an elevation of 2 to 5 fes: CCD.

CONCLUSIONS

Cn the pasis of these test pits. the pest indicat.ens of the ground surface elgvalic™s sugges' ar early
19005 erevancn cf netween 6.0 anc 7.0 feet CCD. This agrees fairly well with the tcpograc=, “sm tre
rzuyarcs nthe 1373s with an elevatcr c¢f aporoximateiy 7.0 feet CCD. Incroes to orovice some 2uer OF
scnservansm hased on the uncertainty ¢f the data. STS nas assumed tha! (ne ‘ower eevalor of the
31c.ng surface was 5.0 feet CCD.

C- e tasis cf tne snielding prewvidea By s31. sver two feet th.ck. any i at an elevaicr f 3rs
g 2 feet CCD wil e assumed suft centiy thek ¢ colentally mask underlyry -as cacvve ~—al
2z.2.2 2ct te detected through a surtace gamma survey.
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NNe apprec:ate teing of assistance cr ins preject. Piease contac! (he Lunertsizred wilr 37, Iuesy
yOu may have regararing this matter.

Regarss.
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